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Francisco J. Escobedo is an Assistant Professor at the University of Florida. His work 
focuses on urban and community forest management and planning, the ecosystem services 
of urban and urbanizing forests, and the effects of urbanization, hurricanes, and invasive 
woody plants on forests and human settlements. He is on the Editorial Board of Urban 
Forestry and Urban Greening and has articles in the Journal of Environmental Management, 
Landscape and Urban Planning, and other journals. He has a PhD in Natural Resources and 
Environmental Policy from the State University of New York-ESF in the US. 
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Prof. Yongguan (Y-G) Zhu, Professor of Environmental Biology of Chinese Academy of 
Sciences (CAS), is the director general of the Institute of Urban Environment in Xiamen. 
Prof. Zhu’s research focuses on soil-plant interactions, particularly the biological processes 
affecting the fate of contaminants in soil plant systems, he also has strong interest in food 
safety and biofortification of trace elements, such as selenium. He serves as a Member of 
the Standing Advisory Group of Nuclear Applications, International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA); Associate Editor of Environmental Pollution; Advisory Editorial Board of Trends in 
Plant Science; Marschner Reviews Editor of Plant and Soil; Advisor of New Phytologist, and 
editorial board member of Environment International. Prof. Zhu won the Outstanding Young 
Scientist Award from the National Natural Science Foundation of China (NSFC) in 2002, 
National Young Scientist Award in 2006,  the “Top Ten Youth”  of the CAS in 2007, and 
National Natural Science Award (2nd Class) in 2009. Professor Zhu has published 
extensively, with more than 100 papers published in leading international journals, including 
Environmental Science and Technology, Plant Physiology, Environmental Microbiology, 
Trends in Plant Science, New Phytologist, Environmental Pollution, Plant and Soil etc.  
 
 


